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RECOGNIZING AMERICAN RED 

CROSS EVERYDAY HEROES 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I stand be-
fore you today on behalf of one of our coun-
try’s most honored and respected organiza-
tions, the American Red Cross. Each year, the 
Genesee-Lapeer Chapter of the Red Cross 
acknowledges individuals who have shown 
tremendous courage, kindness, and selfless-
ness through acts of goodwill and heroism. 14 
individuals will be honored at the annual ‘‘Sa-
lute to Everyday Heroes’’ on Friday, May 29th 
in Grand Blanc, Michigan. 

Everyday Heroes are selected for acts of 
bravery related to fire, rescue, and lifesaving, 
and are awarded to those who live in Gen-
esee or Lapeer Counties, or if the rescue oc-
curred in one of the two counties. 

This year Trooper Bradley Ross and Troop-
er David Stokes will receive the Law Enforce-
ment Award. Robert Elliott and Timothy Knott 
will be recognized with the Emergency Med-
ical Response Award. Firefighters Jason 
Abbey, Dustin Lucius, Al Morea, Nick Schulz, 
Josh Sturgis, and Pat Whalen will be honored 
for their work. The Youth Good Samaritan 
Award will be given to Brandon Howe and the 
Adult Good Samaritan Award will be given to 
Jack and Jean Seibert. Myla Swanson will be 
recognized with the Workplace Good Samari-
tan Award. Judge Robert E. Weiss will be 
posthumously honored with the Community 
Good Samaritan Award. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to rise with me and applaud the 
courageous, altruistic accomplishments of 
these 14 persons. They have generously 
acted without thought to their own safety to 
assist others in danger. They have earned the 
title of ‘‘hero’’ and I am grateful for their serv-
ice to our community. 
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HONORING TYNGSBOROUGH, 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Ms. TSONGAS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the bicentennial anniversary 
of the town of Tyngsborough, Massachusetts. 
Known as the ‘‘gateway to the White Moun-
tains,’’ Tyngsborough is a unique and diverse 
community, defined by innovative businesses, 
rich history, and hardworking families. I am 
proud to honor the people of Tyngsborough 
for their spirit of innovation and success as 
they celebrate this milestone. 

With its distinct location along the Route 3 
corridor between Boston and New Hamp-
shire’s mountains, Tyngsborough continues to 
draw new residents and businesses as it 
grows in both size and prosperity. Leading 
companies in the fields of software, energy, 
materials, and technology have chosen 
Tyngsborough for their headquarters. 

Tyngsborough’s location also makes it a 
popular leisure destination thanks to the 
1,000-acre Lowell-Dracut-Tyngsboro State 

Forest, which features miles of trails for hiking, 
cycling, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, 
and snowmobiling as well as ponds and 
streams for fishing and water sports. This land 
has long held special significance to the Na-
tive Americans who first settled along the 
banks of the Merrimack River above the Paw-
tucket Falls. The preservation of the natural 
beauty afforded by the river and woods is an 
important goal of the community and one that 
I particularly applaud. 

I am proud to honor Tyngsborough’s bicen-
tennial, and I urge my colleagues to join me 
in wishing the people of Tyngsborough an-
other 200 years of innovation and success. 

f 

HONORING THE KNIGHTS OF CO-
LUMBUS LIGHT OF CHRIST 
COUNCIL 8726 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Knights of Colum-
bus, Light of Christ Council 8726, for its 25 
years of outstanding charitable work and dedi-
cated service to three parishes in western 
Berks County, Pennsylvania. 

Since its founding in June 1984 at the St. 
Ignatius Loyola Parish, Council 8726 has 
grown to more than 200 members committed 
to nurturing spiritual growth and a tremendous 
desire to help anyone in need. 

The members’ selfless service has included 
financial backing and volunteer work in sup-
port of St. Mary’s Shelter for single mothers, 
a Veterans Memorial monument in Whitfield, a 
Special Olympics basketball tournament, and 
weekend soup kitchens that feed hundreds 
who would otherwise go hungry in the Read-
ing area. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me today in congratulating the Knights of 
Columbus, Light of Christ Council 8726, upon 
its 25th Anniversary and recognizing the ex-
emplary efforts of the Council’s members in 
serving and supporting Berks County church-
es, communities and charities. 
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NEW CHARGES BROUGHT UP 
AGAINST BAHA’I LEADERS IN 
IRAN 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, May 14 
marked the one-year anniversary of the im-
prisonment of the seven member national 
committee of the Iranian Baha’is. According to 
CNN reports, the seven Baha’i leaders may 
now face charges of ‘‘spreading of corruption 
on Earth’’ which carries the threat of the death 
penalty under Iran’s penal code. The United 
States Commission on International Religious 
Freedom recently released their 2009 report 
which recommends that the State Department 
designate Iran a country of particular concern 
due to its gross violations of religious freedom. 
Such violations include the execution of over 
200 Baha’i leaders since 1979, the desecra-

tion of Baha’i cemeteries and places of wor-
ship, and the violent arrest and harassment of 
members of the Baha’i faith. As the Adminis-
tration seeks diplomatic engagement with Iran, 
I urge them to make human rights and reli-
gious freedom an integral part of the dialogue. 
Human dignity and freedom must not be made 
a sidebar as the Administration seeks to en-
gage the Iranians. 

f 

HONORING STEPHEN REISTER 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 21, 2009 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor America’s entre-
preneurs, those distinguished individuals who 
support our communities, drive innovation, and 
keep our nation strong. Small businesses 
bring fresh ideas to the table, develop the re-
sources to meet the demands of an ever- 
changing world, and make a meaningful im-
pact on our neighborhoods. Entrepreneurs are 
responsible for providing 60 to 80 percent of 
all new jobs, giving them the potential to pro-
pel rapid economic growth and expand ever- 
developing fields. Some of the country’s larg-
est companies began as start-ups in small of-
fices, homes and garages exploring these new 
fields. Limited only by their imagination, these 
firms performed cutting-edge work in emerging 
industries that have become the very founda-
tion of our society. 

As our nation and the world face the most 
difficult economic conditions in decades, entre-
preneurs have the potential to lead us back to 
prosperity. The resiliency and adaptability 
shown by small businesses in past recessions 
demonstrate their capability to meet the chal-
lenges standing in their way and emerge 
stronger than ever. America’s small busi-
nesses will drive the economic recovery from 
this downturn and our economy will rebound. 
Times may be tough, but America’s entrepre-
neurial spirit is tougher. 

To recognize the monumental achievements 
of our nation’s small firms, the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) has declared May 17–23 
as the 46th Annual National Small Business 
Week. The House Small Business Committee 
is celebrating all our country’s hard-working 
entrepreneurs by saluting the Heroes of Small 
Business, those men and women who have 
shown the strength, leadership, and resource-
fulness that keeps our economy moving for-
ward. 

I ask that you, Madam Speaker, and the en-
tire U.S. House of Representatives join me in 
recognizing and thanking Mr. Stephen Reister 
for his tremendous accomplishments on behalf 
of small businesses. Mr. Reister has been with 
Steel-T Heating and Air Conditioning for nearly 
20 years, joining the company after it was pur-
chased by his family in 1989. The company is 
one of the leading heating and air conditioning 
contractors in the Denver and northern Colo-
rado area. Mr. Reister’s contributions to the in-
dustry have earned him a place on the na-
tional furnace PID team for Carrier Corpora-
tion, the world’s leader in heating and cooling 
solutions, and several awards for raising 
awareness and sales of more environmentally 
friendly products. 

Mr. Reister is an active member of his com-
munity, serving as a board member of the Col-
umbine Valley Water and Sanitation District. 
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